BUILDER NEWS

TOTALLY
MODULAR

Most of house built
before it shipped to
Culpepper Landing

CHESAPEAKE
Homearama houses typical-

ly shine with what’s hot in the

home-building industry.

That’s why Scott Brooker of
Chesapeake-based SGB Homes
had his house delivered to Cul-
pepper Landing, site of Ho-
mearama 2009,

The modular home made
its way from Haven Homes’
Wingate plant in Pennsylva-
nia to the Chesapeake neigh-
borhood in late July.

“This is a very exciting addi-
tion to the showcase,” said Pete
Kotarides, Tidewater Builders
Association president.

“Consumers can see the
technological and construc-
tion advances they have made
with modular homes in recent
years.”

As crews worked on framing
and building other houses for
the October showcase of homes,
the lot where the modular home
sat almost empty. The founda-
tion had been poured, and it
seemed the crew was run-
ning behind - until the house
showed up.

“With this type of construc-
tion, you can have a house fin-
ished from contract to deliv-
ery of keys in 12 to 16 weeks,”
Brooker said. “Compare that to
a typical site-built home, which
can take six to seven months
or more.”

After the delivery the only
work necessary to complete

Scott Brooker

the home is the exterior sid-
ing, detailing the interior and
finishing the landscaping. That
puts the modular home ahead
of schedule.

“The house is built in a con-
trolled environment and not ex-
posed to the elements,” Brooker
said. “We don’t have to worry
about warped wood or getting
straight cuts because it’s all
done in a managed setting.”

The modular home also
has about one-and-a-half
times more wood structure
in the frame to make it stur-
dy for transport. That trans-
lates into a better-built house,
Brooker said.

The two-story 2,989-square-
foot home has four bedrooms
and three bathrooms as well
as a mudroom, office area and
laundry room. The first floor
has 10-foot ceilings, and each
level is created with its own
sound barrier.

The kitchen has upgraded
cabinets, and throughout the
house is hardwood and ce-
ramic tile. “The options with
a modular home are the same
for a site-built home,” Kotarides
said. “You can’t really see any
difference.”

The modular home, which
will also be certified green
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A crane lowers part of the second story of SGB Homes' modular house at Homearama 2009.
Components were assembled in Pennsylvania before shipping to Culpepper Landing in Chesapeake.

when complete, will be about
98 percent airtight.
Modular-home building is
one of the fastest-growing
segments of the industry and
accounts for one in every 10
homes built in the Northeast,
according to the National Asso-

ciation of Home Builders.

Brooker, who has been in the
building industry since 2002,
says this is his 14th modular
home.

“The more people under-
stand about modular homes,
the more they like them,” he
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said. “They are exceptional-
Iy built and great quality for
the price.”

The home will list for
$489,900 and be featured at Ho-
mearama 2009, Oct. 3 to 18.

Staci Dennis, sdennis@cox.net

You can own for less than rent'
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Commons is an eu:tmo community that has been totally renovated.

Decorated Model Open Daily at Noon

Contact: John Cutrell ¢ Site : 644-6488 ¢ Direct: 478-4039
Marketed by Rose and Womble Realty Co. ~ 671-3343

[R www.williamsburgtownhomesnorfolk.com &

Located in Norfolk near the intersection of Tidewater & Bayview BIvd. Adjacent to Northside Park. Minutes from just about anywhere in Hampton Roads! * See :
agent for complete details on appliances, no CCA & Down Payment. Al offers subject to change. 8k tax credit for qualified Tst time home buyers. Williamsburg 8
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